


How to get a free web site up and running in just one day  

“How to get a free web site up and running in just one day.” 

“What, a day, for a website?! That's far too long. How about less than an hour?” 

That's right you can have a gorgeous, fully functioning website in less than an hour. The truth is, 
technology has evolved and those in the web industry have harnessed this technology; 
developing it to a point that any laymen can simply and easily create a fully functioning website, 
right now, for virtually nothing. You don't even need to know XHTML, CSS, or PHP. In fact, 
ignore that I even wrote those acronyms. Don't let them sink in and scare you away, you don't 
need them. All you need to be able to do is type, and even then hunting and pecking will be quite 
alright.  

I recently showed a potential client how to do this, and why. Not everyone needs something 
custom, and honestly I was tired of building websites where the owner's let them go stale with 
old, outdated content, and a lack of participation. So, instead I opted to show this particular 
woman, in less than an hour, how she could have her own website, complete with blog 
functionality in less than an hour! 

Step #1: Create It! 

This is usually a later step when you are dealing with a more complicated web presence or web 
application. But, if you're looking for speed and cost effective, jump right in. There are a number 
of very effective, very search engine friendly (AKA marketable), free platforms available on the 
web. Not only do you not pay for the service, you also don't pay for hosting (what is comparable 
to rent for your website). If you are a small business owner, or just someone that wants to create 
a personal space online, I highly recommend this as a first step. If you are able to handle the 
responsibility (of constant updates and responding and learning from your audience) and learn a 
little bit in the process maybe one day you can graduate to a more robust web presence.  

The place you should sign up is the highly-recommended Wordpress.com. It is search engine 
friendly, and is one of the simplest tools to use. It allows you to add any number of pages or 
subpages to your website, include a blog, and has a large community; a community you can 
leverage to drive traffic to your new site. Other great services include blogger, typepad, and 
hubpages (which will even pay you!). 

For this short example we will use Wordpress.com. Simply go to their website, sign up for an 
account (currently the big green "Sign Up Now" on the homepage), input your username, 
password, email, select "Gimme a Blog" and voila! You are done.  

In the background, Wordpress has created an account for, as well as a completely custom area on 
their website, where you have your own personal space. In this space you can customize your 



theme, add content, add pages, add subpages, blog, and add contact information with everything 
you will need on a conventional website.  

Congratulations! Get to typing. You are done. Besides uploading some photos and inputting the 
text and information you want your readers to read, you are all finished. Although, it may take a 
few minutes to get comfortable with the tools that control your website, I promise they are very 
simple and you'll be rocking and rolling in less than 1 hour. 

Step #2: Register a Domain �ame (Optional) 

Now, if you want to be really fancy, you can opt for a custom domain. Let's say you don't like 
the idea of having a domain like Wordpress or the other guys give you (example.wordpress.com 
or example.blogger.com); instead you would like to have your own domain, example.com. What 
you can do is go to GoDaddy.com or any other place where you buy domains (registrar) and 
purchase a domain name. Domains usually run approximately $10/year. Then once purchased, 
you simply have to forward the domain to the place where your brand new website is located 
(when someone types in example.com they are actually being forwarded to 
example.wordpress.com). This may help you increase your branding and also mask the fact that 
you are using a free service.  

So what are you waiting for, get to it. Build your website, grow your audience. They are waiting 
to read about what you have to write. 

 


